








Since our design aesthetics were similar, I was
comfortable with having them make some of
their own choices when it came to items like
cabinetry, appliances, and fixtures.

By using bands of flat wooden trim, flush
cabinet doors, minimal wall cabinets, and a
few niches and shelves for art, we achieved a
certain Asian simplicity.

Do it for less money than you think

The grandest kitchen remodels don’t always
have such grand funding. Fantastic de-
sign can occur when efficiency and cost are
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brought to the forefront. Using resources—
including retailers that sell moderately priced
or refurbished goods—can help achieve dra-
matic results for relatively little money.

Homeowner: We had a budget of $40,000
for this project and ended up finishing the
kitchen and adjacent spaces at just under that
figure. We were convinced that we could re-
form the kitchen through good design, so we
hired an architect who would be sensitive to
our needs. It’s the single best investment we
made. Second on the list would be our choice

to use modest appliances, fixtures, and mate-
rials to finish the entire space.

Architect: We controlled costs by keep-
ing big fixtures in the same place, and con-
centrated on opening connections between
indoor spaces and creating access to the out-
doors.

I helped reduce costs further, by limiting
the number of drawings I produced. Often
an architect can give direction to a project,
but not incur the costs that result from pro-
ducing a lot of detailed drawings and specs.
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